May 19, 2009
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Honorable Silvestre Reyes

U.S. Congressman

District #16 - Texas

United States House of Representatives

310 N. Mesa, Suite. 400

El Paso, Texas 79901

The Honorable Harry Teague

U.S. Congressman

District #2 - New Mexico

United States House of Representatives

135 W. Griggs
Las Cruces, NM 88001
VIA UNITED STATES MAIL AND FACSIMILE 
RE:  
New Mexico Rail Runner
Dear Congressman Reyes and Congressman Teague:


I write to commend you for your support of The Southwestern Transit Corridor Planning and Fuel Use Reduction Act and for supporting the extension of Rail Runner service to Las Cruces and El Paso. I request that future feasibility studies granted by the Secretary of Transportation under the Act include study of extension of rail into northern Mexico.

As you are already aware, the El Paso del Norte region is the largest metropolitan area along the U.S.- Mexico border, resting at the intersection of three states and two countries. Our great region is now among the largest international commuter and commercial ports in the Western Hemisphere. In order to remain a successful port, enhanced mobility in the region has become increasingly more important. 


In 2007 alone, there were more than 23 million border crossings from pedestrians, commuters and commercial trucks. Today, about 18,000 people commute between El Paso and Las Cruces every day and 30 percent of them come from Juárez.


A part of our future success with the mobility puzzle is international commuter rail and mass transit.


In its earliest years, El Paso del Norte was an international leader in commuter rail. In 1901, the El Paso Electric Railway Company began electric streetcar operations, running a city streetcar system that grew to 35 miles by 1907.  El Paso was a sleepy town of 736. After rail, in one month from May to June 1881, El Paso’s population jumped from 761 to 1,500.  In 1974, the last year an electrified El Paso Juarez international rail system was up and running, 11,000 people rode rail every day.


Today, with gas prices on the rise once again, and with highway costs inflating 75 percent every five years, cities across America are re-thinking the commuter rail model. In Dallas, communities will invest billions into its Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) commuter rail system. In Austin, a 32-mile “MetroRail” track is under construction from Leander to Downtown- and has already had demonstrations for local residents.


In the El Paso region, meeting the challenge of bi-national mobility in the Pass of the North is just as important as meeting the challenge of a new medical school or base realignment. New trade represents new opportunity-and new challenges. How we reduce congestion and pollution, increase trade and mobility will define us against ports all over the Americas.


In the City of Juarez, Chihuahua approximately 18 miles of new track will be constructed for Ferromex from Samalayuca to Jerónimo. Approximately 10.5 miles of track will be shared by both Union Pacific Rail Road and Burlington Northern Santa Fe.


This presents a historic opportunity. 


By working together, we can do exactly what Governor Bill Richardson did in New Mexico. We can take existing rail and adapt it to new use as state-of the art commuter rail to better bind our bi-national region.

Very truly yours,

Eliot Shapleigh
ES/dc
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CC:
The Honorable Mayor John Cook


The Honorable Beto O'Rourke

The Honorable Susie Byrd


The Honorable Steve Ortega


The Honorable Veronica Escobar












